EAST NORRITON TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
MEETING OF WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026

A meeting of the East Norriton Township Planning Commission was held at the East
Norriton Township Municipal Building, 2501 Stanbridge Street in East Norriton,
Pennsylvania at 7 pm on March 18, 2026. In attendance were Planning Commission
Officers Kenneth Grimes (Chair), Jeffrey Moller (Vice-Chair), John Barrett (Secretary), and
member Ed Cavanaugh. Absent was Kandy Heckman. Commission member, Keith Tornetta
while present, recused himself from deliberation and voting on his own matters brought
before the commission at this meeting. Township Engineer Krista Heinrich of Gilmour
Associates and Bryan Hart, East Norriton Township Zoning Officer, were also present. One
member of the public was present.

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Kenneth Grimes at 7:00 PM.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
Mr. Grimes led the assembly in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Cavanaugh to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2026,
Planning Commission meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Barrett and passed
unanimously.

4. Review ZHB Application #2026-02 (537 Faith Drive, located in the AR-Residential Zoning
District)

The Commission reviewed ZHB Application No. 2026-02 for the property located at 537 Faith Drive,
in the AR Residential Zoning District. Mr. Keith Tornetta appeared before the Commission
requesting variance relief from § 205-25(C)(2) to reduce the required side yard setback from 20 feet
to 5 feet in order to permit construction of a proposed two-car garage. He also requested relief from
§ 205-16(B)(1) to permit more than one private garage, as an existing garage is already attached to
the dwelling by way of a breezeway, and to allow enlargement and covering of the existing patio
area.

Mr. Tornetta explained that his family has outgrown the home and that the proposed improvements
would provide needed additional space. He further explained that an original deed restriction
prohibits access to the property from Whitehall Road, leaving Faith Drive as the only access point.
As a result, the lot was configured as a flag lot, which limited how the dwelling could be situated on
the property.

Mr. Tornetta advised that he had informed his neighbor, Mrs. Joanne Castenova, of his plans and
submitted a letter from Mrs. Castenova indicating that she had no objection to the requested relief.



The Commission discussed the requested variances and other project details, including the
proposed patio roof material and the repositioning of the fire pit.

Mr. Barrett made a motion to recommend that the Zoning Hearing Board approve the requested
variance relief. Mr. Moller seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimousty.

5. Review ZHB Application #2026-03 (531 Faith Drive, located in the AR-Residential Zoning
District)

The Commission reviewed ZHB Application No. 2026-03 for the property located at 531 Faith Drive,
in the AR Residential Zoning District. Mr. Keith Tornetta, representing his parents, Donald and Carol
Tornetta, appeared before the Commission requesting variance relief from § 205-25(C)(2) to reduce
the required side yard setback from 20 feet to 15 feet to permit installation of an elevator.

Mr. Tornetta explained that, after assessing the property for the most suitable location for the
elevator, it was determined that replacing the existing fireplace with the elevator would provide the
best access to both levels of the home. He stated that the elevator is needed to accommodate the
anticipated future needs of his father and that a stair glide is nota viable option due to physical
limitations.

Mr. Tornetta submitted a letter signed by neighbors Leo and Marusia Dombchewsky stating that
they understood the proposed elevator installation and the request for five feet of side yard setback
relief and had no objection to the installation of the elevator.

Mr. Barrett inquired as to the exterior appearance of the proposed elevator addition, and Mr.
Tornetta responded that it would be finished in stucco to match the existing house. There was also
a brief discussion regarding the possibility of adding an exterior door as a third stop, although that is
not inctuded on the plans submitted at this time.

Mr. Moller made a motion to recommend that the Zoning Hearing Board approve the requested
variance relief. Mr. Barrett seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.

6. New Business
The Commission received an update from Mr. Hart related to the progress of new businesses

expected to open in the near future. The Commission also received an update on the Route 202
project and discussed the property on Francis Avenue, where heavy equipment remains on the
property.

7. Next Meeting
Mr. Grimes announced that the next Planning Commission meeting would take place on
Wednesday, April 15, 2026, at 7:00 PM.

7. Adjournment
On motion by Mr. Moller, seconded by Mr. Cavanaugh, the meeting was adjourned
unanimously at 7:31 PM.




Mr. Kenneth Grimes, Chairperson Mr. John Barrett, Secretary






