East Norriton Township — Regular Meeting — Zoom
September 22, 2020

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of East Norriton Township was held via
Zoom. The meeting was called to order by Chairman McDevitt at 7:02 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 22, 2020.

Roll call was taken: Chief of Police, Brandon Pasquale, Director of Engineering Services,
James Sullivan, Finance Director, David Crist, Assistant Township Manager, Jeff Winterbottom,
Township Manager, Robert Hart, Township Solicitor, Sean Kilkenny, Supervisor, Dennis DeSanto,
Vice Chairwoman, Amanda Cappelletti, Supervisor, Joseph Gavanus Jr., Chairman, Kevin
McDevitt and Deputy Police Chief, Phil Pulaski were present for the Zoom meeting. Supervisor
DiPiero was absent.

Chairman McDevitt announced that the Board of Supervisors met earlier via Zoom this
evening in Executive Session; where they discussed matters of litigation and personnel.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the first item on the agenda, Approval of Meeting
Minutes. Supervisor DeSanto made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of
the Board of Supervisors for August 25, 2020. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Gavanus

and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Finance Reports. Chairman
McDevitt made a motion to approve the Finance Reports for August 2020. The motion was

seconded by Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Township Reports.
Chairman McDevitt made a motion to approve the Township Reports. The motion was seconded
by Supervisor Gavanus and approved unanimously. Township Manager, Robert Hart announced

that Township Reports will be available on the Township website.

Chairman McDevitt asked if there were any citizens to be heard, Mr. Crist reported that

were none at this time.

Chairman McDevitt asked if there were any comments from the Board of Supervisors.
Supervisor DeSanto noted that social media is a vacuum for people’s platforms. Multiple times
people are calling others out for being renters, and living in a less affluent part of the township.

Supervisor DeSanto stated all residents are equal and that as a community we should all try to
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be kinder to one another. Chairman McDevitt commented we welcome all residents. Vice
Chairwoman Cappelletti strongly encouraged everyone to get their flu shot. it's incredibly
important that you get a flu shot this year of all years with a pandemic happening. Supervisor
Gavanus seconded Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti’s comments. Supervisor Gavanus reported that
he has been following the county positivity rate and the number is going down. Everyone needs
to continue what they have been doing; social distancing, keep washing your hands and wear a

mask.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the first item under “Old Business’”’, Ordinance 586 —
Marijuana Decriminalization. Township Solicitor, Sean Kilkenny summarized Ordinance 586
amending the East Norriton Township Code of Ordinances to add a new article to establish a
mechanism to process minor nonviolent offenses or personal possession or personal use of a
small amount of marijuana and personal possession of marijuana paraphernalia within the limits
of East Norriton Township. Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti made a motion to approve Ordinance

586. The motion was seconded by Supervisor DeSanto and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the first item under, “New Business”, Resolution No. 2816
— Granting Preliminary and Final Land Development for 3018 Whitehall Road. Director of
Engineering Services, James Sullivan reviewed that this is a three-lot subdivision with one existing
lot and two new lots. Michael Clement, Esquire presented the project and agreed to all the
conditions in the resolution. Chairman McDevitt made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2816
and the waivers as indicated in the resolution. The motion was seconded by Supervisor DeSanto

and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, 2021 Minimum Municipal
Obligations. David Crist, Finance Director reviewed the 2021 Minimum Municipal Obligations for
the East Norriton Township Police-pension plan and the non-uniformed employees’ pension plan.
Chairman McDevitt made a motion to affirm the 2021 MMO’s. The motion was seconded by
Supervisor DeSanto and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Resolution No. 2814 —
Authorization of the Destruction of Certain Public Records. Finance Director, Dave Crist reviewed

Resolution No. 2814. Chairman McDevitt questioned if an electronic version of the files to be



East Norriton Township — Regular Meeting — Zoom
September 22, 2020

destroyed is kept. Finance Director, David Crist stated that these files are old and meet the
Pennsylvania Municipal Retention Guidelines and they are not kept electronically. Chairman
McDevitt made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2814. The motion was seconded by

Supervisor Gavanus and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Resolution No. 2815 —
Authorization of the Disposal of Equipment. Finance Director, Dave Crist reviewed Resolution
No. 2815. Supervisor Gavanus asked about the hard drives. Mr. Crist stated everything is erased
before being destroyed. Chairman McDevitt made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2815. The

motion was seconded by Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Authorization to Advertise
RFP for Banking Services. Finance Director, Dave Crist reviewed this item. Chairman McDevitt
made a motion to authorize the advertisement of the RFP for Banking Services. The motion was

seconded by Supervisor DeSanto and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Affirming Abatement of
Business Privilege Tax Penalty and Interest Charges. Finance Director, Dave Crist reviewed that
during COVID the Board of Supervisors approved an extension for the filing of Business Privilege
Taxes to May 15, 2020 and at the same time the Federal Government extended the filing date
for tax returns to July 15, 2020. Unfortunately, a handful of businesses used the July 15, 2020
filing date for their Business Taxes. Those businesses contacted the Township requesting
abatement of the penalty and interest charges. Mr. Crist noted that these charges range from
five dollars up to one hundred and fifty dollars. Chairman McDevitt made a motion to affirm the
abatement of Business Privilege Tax Penalty and Interest Charges. The motion was seconded by

Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti and approved 3 -1 with Supervisor DeSanto opposing.

Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Affirm the Engagement of
Emergency Services Consulting International to Perform a Fire Protection Study. Township
Manager, Robert Hart reviewed the numerous challenges volunteer fire companies are facing.
Chairman McDevitt made a motion to affirm the engagement of Emergency Services Consulting
International to perform a fire protection study not to exceed thirty-six thousand six hundred

and six dollars. The motion was seconded by Supervisor DeSanto and approved unanimously.
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Chairman McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, Horizon House Appeal.
Township Solicitor, Sean Kilkenny reviewed an Order received from the Court of Common Pleas
of Montgomery County regarding Horizon House Inc. vs. East Norriton Township Zoning Hearing
Board stating that the group home fits the definition of a single-family use. Township Manager,
Robert Hart reviewed the Special Exception conditions that apply to group homes such as
sprinkler systems, fire alarms, etc. Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti noted that the requirements are
for safety of the residents, the neighbors and first responders. Chairman McDevitt made a motion
to authorize a notice of appeal to the Court of Common Pleas of Montgomery County. The motion

was seconded by Vice Chairwoman Cappelletti and approved unanimously.

Chairman McDevitt read the Supervisors Schedule of Meetings from October 12, 2020
through October 27, 2020.

Chairman McDevitt asked if there were any Citizens to be Heard. Finance Director, Dave

Crist reported that there were none at this time.

Chairman McDevitt gave kudos to Township staff for trying to be somewhat normal
during these times. Friday night The Sensational Soul Cruisers performed for our Concert in the

Park series. Our events have been received well by the residents and non-residents.
Chairman McDevitt asked if there was any Other Business. There was none.

Chairman McDevitt called on Township Manager, Robert Hart for Manager’s Update. Mr.
Hart commented that unfortunately the Township Trunk or Treat event has been canceled.
However, there will be a drive-thru Halloween event. Stay tuned for more information. Mr. Hart
expressed that everyone in one way or another is affected by the challenges of Covid and that
staff is working as quick as possible to get things done. A lot of precautions are being taken so
that residents can feel comfortable when coming into the building when needed. Mr. Hart also
reported that St. Titus discussions are occurring with the St. Titus representative and our

Solicitor’s office and any information should be brought to the community soon.

Chairman McDevitt made a motion to adjourn the Zoom meeting at 7:58 p.m.; the motion

was seconded by Supervisor Gavanus and approved unanimously.
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