East Norriton Township — Regular Meeting
August 26, 2025

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of East Norriton Township was called to order

by Chairwoman Rivera at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 26, 2025, at the Township Municipal Building.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

Roll call was taken: Chief of Police Matthew Brannen, Deputy Chief of Police Thomas Douglas,
Township Engineer Krista Heinrich, Director of Finance Cindi King, Assistant Township Manager Jeff
Winterbottom, Township Consultant Robert Hart, Township Solicitor Kyle Miller, Esq., Supervisor Dennis
DeSanto, Vice Chairman Samuel Coleman, Supervisor Joseph Gavanus, Supervisor Kevin McDevitt, and

Chairwoman Laura Rivera were present for the regular meeting.

Chairwoman Rivera announced the first item on the agenda, the Swearing-in of New Patrol Officer
Matthew Cerasuolo. Honorable Marc Alfarano swore in Matthew Cerasuolo as the Township’s newest

police officer. Chief of Police Matthew Brannen briefly reviewed Matthew’s background.

Chairwoman Rivera announced that the Board of Supervisors met immediately preceding this

meeting in Executive Session to discuss matters of litigation and personnel.

Chairwoman Rivera introduced the next item on the agenda, Approval of Meeting Minutes for the
Regular Meeting of July 26, 2025. Supervisor McDevitt made a motion to approve the regular meeting

minutes of July 26, 2025. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman and approved

unanimously.

Chairwoman Rivera asked if there were any citizens to be heard; Brenda Leon of 4 Adams Avenue
requested that the Township review and update Ordinance 546 regarding brake retarder systems, and
consider adding additional roads to the ordinance. During the discussion, Township Consultant Robert
Hart advised that he felt that PennDOT would most likely defer any consideration of additional roadways
until the completion of the Route 202 widening project. Deputy Chief of Police Thomas Douglas provided
an overview of the Jake breaks, explaining their function and the reason truck drivers rely on them,
particularly in specific traffic and terrain conditions. Mr. Hart stated that the Township would reach out
to PennDOT. Kristy Yingling of 3010 Green Ridge Drive addressed the Board with an inquiry regarding the
Student Resource Officer (SRO) not being involved in any immigration activity. She requested that East
Norriton Township consider adopting a written policy similar to that of West Norriton Township, which
explicitly states that the Township’s SRO will not participate in any immigration enforcement activities.
Susan Wendt of 218 Woodlawn Road inquired about staffing at the Police Department front desk and
when someone would be available. Chief of Police Matthew Brannen explained that the front desk is

normally staffed; however, Ms. Wendt may have stopped during a time when the staff member was on
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vacation or temporarily away from the desk. Gary Schaff of 3021 Cottage Lane expressed his concerns
with his Aqua bill and the comparison to the cost of his water bill. Township Consultant Robert Hart
reported that the Township is in litigation with Aqua. Mr. Hart spoke about the rate increases being
approved by the Pennsylvania Utilities Commission (PUC) and the legislators who are meeting about this

topic.

Vice Chairman Coleman thanked the East Norriton Police Department and everyone involved in
the recent apprehensian of a subject. Vice Chairman Coleman also shared a message with the community,
emphasizing that everyone is wglcomp in East Nornton regardless of who you are or where you come
from. Vice Chairman Coleman assured re5|dents "Please know that we are workmg for you in everything

that we do.”

Supervisor DeSanto introduced the first item on the agenda under “Old Business”, Award Bids for
Decommissioned Equipment. Chief of Police Matthew Brannen reviewed the bid results as outlined in his
memo dated August 12, 2025. Supervisor DeSanto made a motion to award, as recommended, the Avaya
Office Telephone System to the highest bidder, Joey Panchenko, for the sum of twenty-five dollars

($25.00). The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman and approved unanimously.

Vice Chairman Coleman introduced the next item on the agenda, Appoint Director of Finance as
Township Treasurer. Township Consultant Robert Hart reviewed this appointment. Supervisor McDevitt
made a motion to appoint Director of Finance Cindi King as the Township Treasurer. The motion was

seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman and approved unanimously.

Supervisor Gavanus introduced the first item under “New Business”, Accept Supervisor Dennis
DeSanto’s Registration. Supervisor Dennis DeSanto announced that, due to personal reasons, he will be
stepping down from his position on the Board of Supervisors after ten years, effective September 15,
2025. He expressed his gratitude to his fellow members for their support during his tenure. Chairwoman
Rivera thanked DJ for all he has done and for the guidance he has provided. She added that she is glad
that he will continue to be part of this community. Supervisor McDevitt thanked DJ for his friendship and
for all the hard work that he has devoted to the Township. Supervisor Gavanus expressed his appreciation
for DJ's dedication and efforts to make the Township a better place. Vice Chairman Coleman shared that
DJ has been a wealth of information since he first moved to East Norriton Township and thanked him for
his guidance, adding he is glad to call DJ both a colleague and a friend. Township Consultant Robert Hart
stated that DJ is not just a supervisor, but also a good friend he has come to know over the past ten years.
He noted that when you serve in this role and do the job the right way, you naturally build bonds and

relationships because you’re working together, making tough decisions, and ultimately making a positive
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impact on people's lives. DJ, he said, has done that on every board he has served on, including this one.
Mr. Hart added that while board members may have different personalities and perspectives, DJ has
always fostered an atmosphere of respect and cooperation. His presence has had a lasting and positive
effect on the township. Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to accept Dennis DeSanto’s resignation

effective September 15™. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Gavanus and approved unanimously.

Supervisor McDevitt introduced the next item on the agenda, 2026 Minimum Municipal
Obligations (MMQ). Finance Diyeétor/Treasurer Cindi King reviewed the 2026 Minimum Municipal
Obliéaﬁon (Ml\l/‘IOI)'for the Employees’ Pensipn Plan, the Police Pension Plan, and the Non-Uniformed
Employees’ Defined Contribution Plan. Supervisor Gavanus made a motion to approve the 2026 Minimum

Municipal Obligation (MMO) as reviewed. The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Coleman and

approved unanimously.

Supervisor DeSanto introduced the next item on the agenda, Approval of Amendments to PD
Policies and Procedures. Chief of Police Matthew Brannen reviewed the thirteen policies that have
undergone minor changes. Vice Chairman Coleman made a motion to approve the reviewed amendments
to the policies and procedures. The motion was seconded by Supervisor DeSanto and approved

unanimously.

Vice Chairman Coleman introduced the next item on the agenda, Authorization to Advertise an
Amendment to the Township Ordinance Regulating Massage Parlors. Township Solicitor Kyle Miller
reviewed the amendment concerning background checks for massage therapists. Supervisor McDevitt
made a motion to authorize the advertisement of the proposed ordinance amendment. The motion was

seconded by Supervisor DeSanto and approved unanimously.

Supervisor Gavanus introduced the next item on the agenda, Monthly Expenditures. Director of
Finance Cindi King reviewed the Monthly Expenditures for July 22 through August 25, 2025: Accounts
Payable - $558,539.40 and Payroll - $640,744.69, totaling $1,199,284.09. Mrs. King also noted that there
were a few bills that had not had prior approval, totaling $256,758.12. Vice Chairman Coleman made a
motion to approve all the monthly expenditures. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Gavanus and

approved unanimously.

Chairwoman Rivera called on Township Consultant Robert Hart for an Update. Mr. Hart
reported that Community Day will be held on Saturday, September 6™, and a great day is
expected for all. Mr. Hart noted that the Township earlier accepted Dennis DeSanto’s

resignation, effective September 15™. In accordance with the Township Code, the Board has
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thirty (30) days from that date to appoint a new member to serve the remainder of the two-year

term.

Vice Chairman Coleman reviewed upcoming events and meeting dates. All dates can be

found on the Township website.

Chairwoman Rivera asked if there were any citizens to be heard. Gary Schaff of 3021
Cottage Lane questioned the status of the dog park. Township Engineer Krista Heinrich reported
that the hot summer has delayed the grass, and the opening has been pushed to Spring 2026.
Karen Cox of 2990 Brambling Lane expressed her concerns with work being done by Mr. Rehab
for Aqua and the lack of communication regarding the work. Mrs. Cox questioned the trees that
she brought up at a previous meeting. Township Consultant Robert Hart stated that township

staff are aware of these trees and should have more information soon.

Supervisor Gavanus made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:27 p.m. The motion was

seconded by Supervisor DeSanto and approved unanimously.
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