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East Norriton Township — Regular Meeting
May 28, 2024
The Regular Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of East Norriton Township was called to order

by Vice Chairman DeSanto at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 28, 2024, at the Township Municipal Building.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

Roll call was taken: Matthew Brannen, Chief of Police, Krista Heinrich, Township Engineer, David
Crist, Director of Finance, Robert Hart, Township Manager, Kyle Miller, Esq., Township Solicitor, Ashley
DiPiero, Supervisor, Joseph Gavanus, Supervisor, Laura Rivera, Supervisor, and Dennis DeSanto, Vice

Chairman, were present for the regular meeting. Kevin McDevitt, Chairman, Jeff Winterbottom,

Assistant Township Manager, and Bryan Hart, Zening, Officer were absent.

Vice Chairman DeSanto announced that the Board of Supervisors met earlier this evening in

Executive Session where they discussed litigation and personnel matters.

Vice Chairman DeSanto introduced the next item on the agenda, Approval of Meeting Minutes
of the regular April 30, 2024 meeting. Supervisor Gavanus made a motion to approve the regular
meeting minutes of April 30, 2024. The motion was seconded by Supervisor DiPiero and approved

unanimously.

Vice Chairman DeSanto asked if there were any citizens to be heard; Brenda Leon of 4 Adams
Ave inquired about where the Township is with Aqua. Township Manager, Robert Hart spoke about the
letter residents received regarding the potential rate increase. The Township will be filing a dispute with
the PUC and urge the residents to file their letters with the PUC. Mr. Hart stated that the Township is in
litigation with Aqua and that additional information will be shared in the next few months. Ms. Leon
asked if the Township could start having ballot questions such as Aqua in the future. Gwendolyn Bivins
of 2111 Rahway Avenue expressed her concerns regarding the wood mulch under the swings in Mack
Watson Park. Ms. Bivins reported that there had been a wrecked vehicle parked for some time on Bristol
Avenue. Township Manager, Robert Hart stated he was in the neighborhood earlier today and reported
the vehicle to staff. Mr. Hart also reported that staff visited the property discussed at last month'’s
meeting, that property maintenance issues were observed, and that a business was being run. The
property owner notified Township staff that they plan on coming to the Township building to apply fora
home business license. Township staff will monitor the property and follow up in a week or so. Robert
Whaley of 319 Warsaw Street applauded the Township for sending the street sweeper to his
neighborhood. Mr. Whaley stated that many trucks and vehicles are parked on Rahway and Central
Avenues. Township Manager, Mr. Hart replied that Township staff is aware of this and is actively

working in the area. David McDermott, retired East Norriton Township Police officer questioned letters
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sent to the Township reqpasﬁng'a GéLAf(Cost of Living Adjustment) and is wondering why he has not
received a response. ToWnshi’p Mariagel'; Robert Hart stated that the negotiations for the current police
contract included a COLA for retirees and that the contract is in arbitration. Supervisor Rivera noted that
the desire is to wait to respond until we have news from the arbitrator. Gary Stahl, a retired East
Norriton Township Police officer also questioned the COLA. He stated that the current police contract

that is being negotiated has nothing to do with his requests for uniformed retirees to receive a COLA.

Supervisor Rivera introduced the first item on the agenda under “New Business”, ENGAA
Contnbutlon Director of Finapce, David Crist revuewed hl$ memo datﬁd May 8, 2024, recommendmg the
donatlon of three thousand dollars ($3 000 00) to the East Norriton GlrlsjAthIetlc Assoc1at|on (ENGAXS
based on the number of participants in thelr program Supervnsor DiPiero made a motion to approve the

donation to ENGAA. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Gavanus and approved unanimously.

Supervisor Gavanus introduced the next item on the agenda, Proposal for Engineering Service —
Remington & Vernick Engineers. Township Manager, Robert Hart reviewed Remington & Vernick
Engineers' proposal dated March 4, 2024, for engineering services related to the bridge rehabilitation
for the Woodland Avenue and Hannah Avenue bridges. Supervisor Rivera made a motion to approve the
proposal not to exceed the amount of thirty thousand dollars ($30,000.00). The motion was seconded

by Supervisor DiPiero and approved unanimously.

Supervisor DiPiero introduced the next item on the agenda, Monthly Expenditures. Director of
Finance, David Crist reviewed the Monthly Expenditures for April 30 through May 27, 2024: Accounts
Payable of $533,786.28 and Payroll of $479,748.09 totaling $1,013,534.37. Supervisor Gavanus made a
motion to approve the monthly expenditures. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Rivera and

approved unanimously.

Vice Chairman DeSanto called on Township Manager, Robert Hart for the Manager's Update.
Mr. Hart reported on the current police contract negotiations stating that the Township did receive
several letters from uniformed retirees requesting a COLA. Mr. Hart stated that there was a COLA in the
current contract being negotiated and after meeting with the police bargaining unit that the COLA was

rejected.

Vice Chairman DeSanto reviewed the upcoming event/meeting dates. All dates can be found on

the Township website.

Vice Chairman DeSanto asked if there were any citizens to be heard; John Kolb of 3344 E Hayes

Road asked about the design phase for road improvements and sidewalks for Whitehall Road; the status
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of the dog park and Mr. Kolb asked if the Township could send out a notification about the trash hauler
results. Vice Chairman DeSanto stated that staff will have information regarding Whitehall Road at next
month’s meeting. Township Engineer, Krista Heinrich reported about the dog park that West Norriton
Township is in the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit processing which can
be a lengthy process. Gary Schaff of 3021 Cottage Lane questioned why the trash cans in Stanbridge
Street Park have been removed. It was reported that the trash cans are currently being painted and will
be replaced. Gwendolyn Bivins of 2111 Rahway Avenue requested dog waste bags be placed in Mack

Watson Park and signs with the penalty for not cleaning up after dogs.

Supervisor Rivera made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:40 p.m.; the motion was seconded

by Supervisor DiPiero and approved unanimously.
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